CORANGAMITE
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

Keeping minds and bodies active

GREY MATTERS
EARLY DECEMBER 2020
A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Folks this will be the penultimate news sheet for 2020.
It has been a tumultuous year but with Christmas looking a little more normal than we
thought it may have been, we all look forward to joyous times with our loved ones.
To celebrate our non U3A year remember our picnics are being held next week.
Terang: Tuesday 8 December @ 12.30; on the avenue near Reicha’s (Number are very
small so far)
Camperdown: Wednesday 9 December @ 12.30; on the avenue near Betta Electrical
Cobden: Thursday 10 December @ 12.30, Apex Park
Timboon: Friday 11 December @ 12,30, Near Distillery
Bookings to Gary on 0439 079 098 - at each picnic look for the U3A banner
Please bring everything you need due to Covid rules. I will have a sign in sheet.
Sanitiser will be provided and social distancing is essential.
Please remember, we require a completed 2021 Membership form from every member. If
you haven’t done this already, a form is attached to this e-mail.

Gary Kimber
From our Members
Helen Durant
Some more of her unique pictures of Mt Noorat
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David Mernagh
This is a Regent Bowerbird and the best place to see this bird in Australia is at O’Reilly’s
Rainforest Retreat in Queensland. My sister and her husband (who is an avid “twitcher”)
have been there twice and have seen this bird. As they are moving into a new house in
early 2021, I painted this as a house-warming present and sent it to them in St. Helens,
Lancashire.

STREAMLINING CHRISTMAS
The recent announcement that Donner and Blitzen have elected to take the early reindeer
retirement package has triggered a good deal of concern about whether they will be
replaced, and about other restructuring decisions at the North Pole.
Streamlining was appropriate in view of the reality that the North Pole no longer
dominates the season's gift distribution business. Home Shopping channels and ebay
orders have diminished all Santa's market share and they could not sit idly by and permit
further erosion of the profit picture.
The reindeer downsizing was made possible through the purchase of a later model
Japanese sled which will also be used for the CEO's annual trip. We are hoping we will see
Improved productivity from Dasher and Dancer, who has been attending Melbourne 2nd
step riding School on zoom. We anticipate they should take up more of the slack with no
discernible loss of service. We have been pinned by the EPA so the Reduction in reindeers
will also lessen airborne environmental emissions for which the North Pole has been cited
and received unfavorable press.
I am pleased to inform you and yours that Rudolph's role will not be disturbed. Tradition
still counts for something at the North Pole. Management denies, in the strongest possible
language, the earlier leak that Rudolph's nose got that way not from the cold, but from
substance abuse. Calling Rudolph "a lush who was into the sauce and never did pull his
share of the load" was an unfortunate comment, made by one of Santa's helpers and taken
out of context at a time of year when he is known to be under executive stress.
As a further restructuring, today's global challenges require the North Pole to continue to
look for better, more competitive steps.
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Effective immediately, the following economy measures are to take place in the "Twelve
Days of Christmas" subsidiary:
• The partridge will be retained, but the pear tree never turned out to be the cash crop
forecasted. It will be replaced by a hanging plant, providing considerable savings in
maintenance.
• The two turtle doves represent a redundancy that is simply not cost effective. In addition,
their romance during working hours could not be condoned. The positions are therefore
eliminated.
• The three French hens will remain intact. After all, everyone loves the French.
• The four calling birds were replaced by an automated voice mail system, with a call
waiting option. An analysis is underway to determine who the birds have been calling, how
often and how long they talked.
• The five golden rings have been put on hold by the Board of Directors. Maintaining a
portfolio based on one commodity could have negative implications for institutional
investors. Diversification into other precious metals as well as a mix of T-Bills and high
technology stocks appear to be in order.
• The six geese-a-laying constitutes a luxury which can no longer be afforded. It has long
been felt that the production rate of one egg per goose per day is an example of the decline
in productivity. Three geese will be let go, and an upgrading in the selection procedure by
personnel will assure management that from now on every goose it gets will be a good
one.
• The seven swans-a-swimming is obviously a number chosen in better times. The function
is primarily decorative. Mechanical swans are on order. The current swans will be retrained
to learn some new strokes and therefore enhance their outplacement.
• As you know, the eight maids-a-milking concept has been under heavy scrutiny by the
Australian anti Discrimination board A male/female balance in the workforce is being
sought. The more militant maids consider this a dead-end job with no upward mobility.
Automation of the process may permit the maids to try a-mending, a-mentoring or amulching.
• Nine ladies dancing has always been a odd number. This function will be phased out as
these individuals grow older and can no longer do the steps.
• Ten Lords-a-leaping is overkill. The high cost of Lords plus the expense of international
air travel prompted the Compensation Committee to suggest replacing the group with ten
out-of-work politicians While leaping ability may be somewhat sacrificed, the savings are
significant because we expect an oversupply of politicians this year.
• Eleven pipers piping and twelve drummers drumming is a simple case of the band
getting too big. A substitution with a string quartet, a cutback on new music and no
uniforms will produce savings which will drop right down to the bottom line.
• We can expect a substantial reduction in assorted people, animals and other expenses.
Though incomplete, studies indicate that stretching deliveries over twelve days is
inefficient. If we can drop ship in one day, service levels will be improved.
• Regarding the lawsuit filed by the attorney's general seeking expansion to include the
legal profession ("thirteen lawyers-a- litigating"), action is pending.
• Lastly, it is not beyond consideration that deeper cuts happen, the Board will request
management to scrutinize the Snow White Division to see if 'seven dwarfs' is a) the right
number and b) changed to 'the seven vertically challenged folk'.
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HERE’S SOME FUTURE THINKING!
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A VICTORIAN QUIZ FOR US ALL
What are the mystery Victorian towns or suburbs? Answers at end – Don’t peek!
1. Russian Digger
2. Beach House
3. Stoop Start
4. In my mouth
5. Left Ocean
6. Cold Seabird
7. Artie’s Chair
8. Waterbird rise
9. Ruler’s precipice
10. Best Viewing place

Can you remember the names of these activities?
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MELBOURNE TRIVIA QUIZ

Answers at end – Don’t peek!

1. In which year did Melbourne host the Summer Olympics?
a. 1934
b. 1956
c. 1981
d. 1943
2. A Brighton Beach Bathing Box sold for how much in 2016?
a.$36k
b. $120k
c. $326k
d. $510k
3. Which person designed the Melbourne CBD grid?
a. Robert Hoddle
b. John Monash
c. Robert Burke
d. Charles La Trobe
4. According to the Crimes Act of 1958, in Melbourne you may not:
a. trade with a Pirate
b. drive a goat attached to a vehicle
c. change a lightbulb without a licensed electrician
d. wear pink pants after noon on Sunday
e. all of the above.
5. Birrarung Marr's name comes from the Wurundjeri and Boonerwrung peoples. Roughly
translated, what does the name mean?
a. river of mists
b. high ground
c. wooden point of a reed spear
d. where it meets the Yarra River.
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6. The first Australian Parliament was held in which building?
a. Victorian Parliament Building
b. Old Treasury Building
c. Melbourne Town Hall
d. Royal Exhibition Building
7. Which of the following was NOT a former name of Melbourne?
a. Batmania
b. Barebrass
c. Dutergalla
d. New Albion
8. On Sunday 5th April 1970, the Queen, Prince Philip, Prince Charles and Princess Anne all
attended which event in Melbourne?
a. VFL Game
b. The Ashes Cricket Tournament
c. Melbourne Grand Prix
d. The Melbourne Cup
9. It was illegal for pubs to be open after 6pm in Melbourne until which year?
a. 1946
b. 1956
c. 1966
d. 1976
10. The world’s first feature film, ‘The Story of the Kelly Gang’ was made in Melbourne in
which year?
a. 1901
b. 1906
c. 1911
d. 1926

Oh Dear! CAN YOU REMEMBER THESE!
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A VICTORIAN QUIZ - Answers
1. Ivanhoe
2. Seaholme
3. Bendigo
4. Metung
5. Portsea
6. Chiltern
7. Arthur’s Seat
8. Swan Hill
9. Queenscliff
10. Seymour

MELBOURNE QUIZ - Answers
1.b. 1956. This was the first summer Olympics held in Oceania.
2.c. $326k. Pretty good for a one-room house with no plumbing or windows
3.a. Robert Hoddle. Hoddle's first map of Melbourne, completed on 25 March 1837,
covered the area from Flinders Street to Lonsdale Street, and from Spencer Street to Spring
Street.
4.a. trade with a pirate. In fact all those answers are illegal, but under the Crimes Act of
1958, if you meet with a pirate in Melbourne, you may not trade with him or face up to 10
years prison.
5.a. river of mists. All the other answers are the aboriginal names for other Melbourne
areas, including Fitzroy, Collingwood and Gardiner’s Creek.
6.d. Royal Exhibition Building. This was the site of the first Australian Federal Parliament
in 1901. In 1927 Canberra was set up as a compromise location between Melbourne and
Sydney.
7.d. New Albion. In fact, New Albion was the name Arthur Phillip first gave to Sydney’s
colony.
8.a. VFL Game. The royal family watched the Richmond Tigers play the Fitzroy Lions in
the season opener.
9.c. 1966. This legislation gave rise to the ‘6 O’Clock Swill’ when workers would leave their
jobs at 5, rush in to the crowded pubs, and drink as much as they could until 6pm. This
created ‘an hour of drunken anarchy.’
10.b. 1906. Directed by Charles Tait and starring Frank Mills, this was the world’s first
feature length film at over 1 hour long.
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U3A MEMBERSHIP 2021
Although no membership fee is required for 2021, it is a requirement by U3A Network
Victoria that all members complete a 2021 Membership Form to ensure your details on
our membership database are correct and up-to-date.
The 2021 Membership Form as a PDF is attached to the e-mail for this bulletin.
IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADSY DONE SO, please complete the form and EITHER
POST it to the U3A address given on the form OR SCAN the form and send it via e-mail
to u3acorangamite@gmail.com.
We would like to get all forms completed and into the U3A Office by 18th December 2020
---------------------------------------------------------------------We are proudly supported by the Cobden & Camperdown Community Banks (Bendigo Bank)
and Helloworld, Camperdown

