
 
 

 

MINUTES OF U3A CORANGAMITE COMMITTEE 

 
                     Minutes of Meeting 3/2022 held on Tuesday 15th March 2022 

@ Mount Noorat, 137 Glenormiston Road, Noorat 
 

Meeting opened at 1.30pm 
 
1.   Present 

Eve Black, Linda Castaldo, David Mernagh, Gary Kimber, Helen James,  
Dallas Petrie, Heather Petrie 
 

2.  Apologies    

  Dominique Fowler, Sue McInnes, Maureen O’Connor 
 

3.   Minutes of Previous Meeting   

Minutes of Committee meeting 2/2022 held on 15th February 2022 had been 
circulated previously to Committee members.   

Moved: Linda Castaldo; seconded: Dallas Petrie Carried 
 

4.  Correspondence 

Details of recent correspondence received had been circulated with the agenda and 
was duly noted by members. 

The Secretary advised that since the agenda had been distributed, he had received 
a further piece of correspondence sent to all U3As in Victoria from Friends of 
Paynesville Library Inc concerning a Short Story Competition 2022.  

It was agreed that as this could be of interest to some members and asked the 
Secretary to circulate details.  

The Secretary also advised that in response to the comments sent to U3A Network 
Victoria re: the Committee’s concerns about a U3A political campaign, he had 
received a very constructive phone call from U3A Network Victoria President, 
Susan Webster. The Secretary provided a brief summary of the discussion. 
 

5.  Treasurer’s Report 

The U3A Corangamite financial statement for the month ending 28th February 2022 
had been attached to the agenda.   

It was noted that:  

 in the last month there have been 5 new enrolments making a total of 119 members; 

 the Sandhurst Term Deposit of $2,000 was due to mature and it was agreed to 
roll this amount over for a further 6 months; 

 the Treasurer has written to the Cobden & Camperdown Community Bank to 
thank it for the $1,500 sponsorship that had been received recently. 

Moved: Linda Castaldo; seconded: Gary Kimber Carried   
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6.  Business Arising from Previous Meeting 

6.1   U3A Corangamite Activities in April  

Let’s Do Lunch 

Commercial Hotel, Camperdown 
Wednesday 20th April @ 12.30pm 
Bookings to Gary Kimber on 0439 079 098 or gazzmazz3@gmail.com by  
Friday 14th April.  

Tea and Tour for Ten 

“Delia’s Dahlias” @ 263 Ansons Road, Carpendeit  
Tuesday 5th April @ 1.30pm 

Delia Robertson (a U3A members), has over 250 different types of dahlias 
for which she lovingly cares. She has won many awards at shows and has 
the knack of identifying each dahlia type. Come and enjoy an afternoon 
with Delia and find out about some of the different dahlia types, their 
shapes and sizes, how to look after them, how the dahlias are prepared and 
taken to shows and just about anything you need to know about dahlias. 
Finish this lovely afternoon with afternoon tea on the patio.  
$10 includes afternoon tea. 
Bookings to Marilyn Kimber on 0437 584 998 or mazz060253@gmail.com by  
Friday 1st April.  

Travel Tales 

Macquarie Island – Barrie and Jean Giblett 

Friday 22nd April @ 1.30pm, Cobden Senior Citizens Centre  

Join them for an amazing trip to Macquarie Island & the Sub-Antarctic  
Islands of New Zealand. A World Heritage site with a plethora of wildlife 
& flora in a harsh climate. Learn about their encounter with a ‘Russian’ ship!  
Bookings to Marilyn Kimber on 0437 584 998 or mazz060253@gmail.com by  
Monday 18th April 
Afternoon tea provided. Gold coin donation. 

Bike Ride 

Wednesday 6th April @ 10.30 am. 
The Naroghid - Cobden Rail Trail. Naroghid to Cobden and return. 
Bookings to Helen James on 0438 918 337 by Monday 4th April.  

Hike 

Wednesday 13th April 10.30am 
Up and down Mt Leura, Camperdown 
Bookings to Helen James on 0438 918 337 by Monday 11th April.  

Movie Matinee  

Thursday 21st April @ 12.00 noon at the Terang Commercial Hotel - includes 
lunch for $5 
This month’s movie is “Dead Poets Society”. An absolute epic starring 
Robin Williams. An inspiring story of a maverick teacher trying to  
engage his students. 
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Bookings to Gary Kimber on 0439 079 098 by Monday 18th April 
** Please note: this activity is now always the 3rd Thursday of the month.  

Mini Golf  

Thursday 21st April at 10.00 am at Cobden Mini Golf Course.  
While the weather is still fine come along and have some fun, fresh air, 
 laughter and even win a prize. Cost $6 pp incl. morning tea. 
Bookings to Gary Kimber on 0439 079 098 by Monday 18th April 
** Please note: this activity is now on the 3rd Thursday each month. 

Singing 

As the singing group coordinator Gwen Steele has not been very well,  
members noted that this activity could be in recess for some time. In order to keep 
the group active during this time, it was agreed to  
investigate if a current member of the singing group might we willing  
‘pro tem’ to accept the role of coordinator of the group.  

Gary Kimber agreed to follow this up with Gwen Steele. 

Secretary’s Note: Since the meeting, Gary has reported that Gwen is now feeling 

much better and is happy to start the singing group in April as per the Calendar.  

Scrabble at Cobden 

In April, the dates for scrabble at Cobden will be Monday 4th April and Tuesday 
26th April – Monday 18th is Easter Monday and Monday 25th is Anzac Day.  
 
NOTE: Where an activity involves the serving of food, members should advise the 
coordinator at the time they register if they have any special dietary requirements, 
including allergies – for inclusion in relevant sections in the newsletter. 

 
6.2    Future Planning Issues 

At the December 2021 meeting, it had agreed that the recommendations from the 
Future Planning forum would be revisited by the new 
Committee in 2022 and any recommendations requiring action from that forum 
will need to be addressed.  The forum paper had been provided with the agenda. 

The Secretary indicated that full discussion on this paper will be an iterative  
process and can’t be dealt with in one session; therefore, it is expected that the  
Committee will revisit different aspects of the paper throughout the year as the 
Committee needs to be continually proactive in addressing these issues and others 
in the paper. 

However, to commence the process, members identified the following in the “we 
could do better” issues in the paper as ones that require initial 
examination: 
 find new venues for activities; 
 look at increasing offerings in north and south of the Shire.   

Secretary’s Note: as this has overlap with item 7.2 Enrolment Distribution,  
discussion on these two issues is incorporated under item 7.2.  
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6.3   Warm Safe Home Project 2022 

At the last meeting the Committee looked briefly at information related to 
the Warm Safe Home Project 2022 and it was agreed that on the face of it 
this was a worthwhile initiative but further information was required.   

The Treasurer advised that the project group plan to run a set of four 
events during June and July, in Portland, Warrnambool, Hamilton, and  
somewhere in the Corangamite Shire.  

The aim of the sessions is to empower people with knowledge and  
experiences and each session will run from about 10am – 3pm and could 
include guest speakers, education/info sessions, fun/social activity, and 
possibly a luncheon with a discussion.  

To make sure that the series is interesting, engaging and useful, some  

feedback is being sought from U3A Corangamite about the types of 
things that should be included and whether there could be enough interest 
shown by U3A Corangamite members to host an event. Some funding to 
provide transport from surrounding areas to attend the event could be 
available.    

It was agreed to canvas the views of the members via the April newsletter. 
An information sheet for members to complete and return to the  
Secretary has been prepared (see attached) for insertion in the newsletter.  

7.     General Business  

7.1    U3A Corangamite Constitution 

A new Constitution for U3A Corangamite had been endorsed  
recently, but the Treasurer indicated she still has some concerns in  
relation to Section 54 (2): 

54   Term of office  

 (1)    …  

       (2)    A Committee member may be re-elected if it is not to a  
position they have held consecutively for the three previous terms 
of office.  

           (3)    …………...  

Following discussion, it was proposed to delete clause 54 (2) from the U3A 
Corangamite Constitution. 

Moved: Linda Castaldo; seconded Helen James. Carried  

7.2   2022 Enrolment Distribution 

A “mud-map” on geographic enrolment distribution across the Shire,  
prepared by the Treasurer, had been sent to Committee members – this 
is attached. 

In addition to the information provided on the diagram, the Treasurer 
also gave details of the current age distribution of members as follows: 

50-55 3 56-60 4 61-65 9 66-70 22 71-75 35 

           

76-80 23 81-85 17 86-90 4 90+ 2   
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To add to the figures here, it was noted that the membership total for the last 5 
years has been: 

2018 - 153;  2019 - 165;  2020 – 154;  2021 – 141;  2022 – 119 

From the “mud-map” it was observed that the current membership is  
certainly Cobden-Camperdown centric (~60% of total) but it was a  
surprise to the Committee that there are only 9 current members in the Terang-
Noorat area. 

It was suggested that one limiting factor in the ability to recruit new members and 
offer more activities in some areas of the Shire could be the lack of suitable venues 
and Gary Kimber agreed to speak to the Corangamite Shire to investigate if venues 
such as senior citizen centres, halls etc. might be available to U3A in areas around 
the Shire, at reasonable cost.     

 
 7.3   Next U3A Committee Meeting   

The next scheduled U3A Committee Meeting will be 10.30am on Tuesday 19th 
April 2022 at Old Gym, Cobdenhealth 

                
                 Meeting closed at 2.36 pm 
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Warm Safe Home Project 2022  

A set of four events during June and July is planned with one to be held somewhere 
in the Corangamite Shire. The session aims to present information, knowledge and 
experiences that enrich peoples’ ability to live the way they want as they grow older. 

In order to make sure that the series is interesting, engaging and useful, and to assist 
the Committee in deciding if it is worthwhile to participate in this project, some  
feedback about the types of things that ought to be included in such a session 
is being sought from U3A Corangamite members. 

What type of information, knowledge, or activities would be of use to you?   

This list covers a range of topics and activities. It is simply a starting point for think-
ing about what might be included in the series.  Tick any that apply 

Legal processes that protect your rights 

What services can assist / support in different situations 

How to spot a scam and where to go for help 

e-Safety such as staying safe online, internet banking, online purchases, and 
      safe passwords 

Digital skills such as using Zoom, Facebook, and getting more out of your 
     smartphone 

Using MyGov 

Your home, Centrelink, and accessing aged care 

Cooking nutritious meals on a budget 

How to keep fit or return to exercise 

Meditation and mindfulness 

(Re)connecting with people and activities after Covid-19 

How to take great photos on your smart phone 

Understanding Advanced Care Directives 

How to choose a suitable Power of Attorney 

The key things to discuss with your Medical Decision Maker / Medical Power of  
      Attorney  

How to get a good deal on your electricity  

Where to get started with My Aged Care 

The difference between Financial Counsellors and Financial Planners 

Tips and tricks for budgeting 

Understanding and preventing elder abuse 

How stand-up for issues that matter to you 

What it's like to sing in a choir 

The chance to get back on a push bike 

Other (please specify) 



 


